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Cal Poly Places First in Design at National Concrete Canoe Competition 
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Cal Poly’s concrete canoe took first place in design for the fifth 
year in a row at the National Concrete Canoe Competition held June 20-22 at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, Ill. 
The event, sponsored by the American Society of Civil Engineers, drew 23 collegiate 
teams from across the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. 
Cal Poly’s winning design, combined with some fast paddling, won the team a strong 
fourth-place overall showing, which marks the school’s eighth consecutive year in 
the top five. The highest -scoring team was École de Technologie Supérieure, an 
engineering school in Montreal. 
More than 200 competed in 18 regional conference competitions this past spring 
mhushing@calpoly.edu. 
Characterizing the contest as “think or swim,” ASCE spokesman Doug Scott explained 
the national event is “a contest of academic and athletic skill in which students 
design, construct and race canoes built out of concrete.” 
Teams’ overall rankings were based on their scores in four categories: design paper, 
oral presentation, final product and race performance. 
Cal Poly design received national media attention, including a story in the New York 
Times that noted the canoe’s workmanship, elegance and advanced features. 
“Cal Poly has placed first in the design category — what’s called the ‘final product’ — 
every year since 2009,” said Cal Poly project manager Alicia Welling. “We’re so 
excited we were able to continue that streak, even with a crack in our canoe that 
formed during the regional competition races.” 
“We lost points for exceeding the time allotted,” Welling added, “and the points 
deducted were enough to significantly lower our placement.” 
The team’s design paper reflected an emerging area of strength, Welling said: “We 
placed second, which ties with our 2010 team for the best Cal Poly has done in that 
category in recent years.” 
Added Dan Jansen, chair of the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department: 
“The team captains each dedicated more than 1,000 hours to the project over the 
course of the year. What they have done while balancing school and other activities 
is astounding. Their strong showing is part of the Cal Poly concrete canoe program’s 
legacy of excellence.” 
In addition to Welling, the team was led by Cal Poly captains Jason Armes, Heather 
Baessler, Jason Cui, Marc Saar, Katrina Watkins and Thomas Wong. Paddlers 
included Baessler, Saar, Welling and Brett Diener. Faculty advisor was Gregg Fiegel. 
http://www.calpolynews.calpoly.edu/news_releases/2013/July/canoe.html[8/14/2013 10:12:12 AM] 
    
    
   
     
   
 
     
    
   
 
    
     
   
 
    
   
   
  
     
    
   
  
     
    
    
           
           
             
 
              
          
          
          
  
   
Cal Poly Places First in Design at National Concrete Canoe Competition 
2013 final rankings: 
Overall 
1. École de Technologie Supérieure 
2. University of Nevada, Reno 
3. University of Florida 
4. Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
5. Utah State University 
Final Product 
1. Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
2. École de Technologie Supérieure 
3. Utah State University 
Design Paper 
1. University of Nevada, Reno 
2. Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
3. University of Florida 
Oral Presentation 
1. École de Technologie Supéreurie 
2. University of Florida 
3. Utah State University 
Women’s Slalom/Endurance Race 
1. Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
2. University of Nevada, Reno 
3. Cal Poly, Pomona 
Men’s Slalom/Endurance Race 
1. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
2. University of Nevada, Reno 
3. École de Technologie Supéreurie 
Although Cal Poly prevailed in the first two races, another three scheduled races 
were canceled because of severe weather conditions. The men’s, women’s and co -ed 
sprint races were not held because of inclement weather impacting the safety of the 
participants. 
Related links:
— “Out of Concrete and Drudgery Come Canoes That Float” – New York Times, June 
24 
Includes quotes from Thomas Wong, Cal Poly Concrete Canoe, construction captain 
http://nyti.ms/1a8dOPw 
— “What Floats These Boats? Concrete” – Associated Press, June 24 
Includes quotes from Alicia Welling, Cal Poly Concrete Canoe, project manager 
http://yhoo.it/16vjGxK 
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